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COPYRIGHT INFORMATION FOR FESTIVAL PARTICIPANTS 
It is the responsibility of the user to ensure copyright laws are being followed. An original or authorized copy of 
competitor’s music or literature must be provided.  

PUBLIC DOMAIN: Music, or literature, in the public domain should be researched before any selection is used for 
festival purposes. Publications that are out of print or in the public domain may not be copied until cleared with the 
rightful owner. Although many websites claim to offer free public domain music/literature, users need to be aware 
that, in some cases, the music is not free and has been illegally scanned or copied from a publishing company. A 
composer/author’s work may be in the public domain; however, a publisher has gone to considerable expense to 
digitize or engrave their particular edition of the work. The publisher’s edition is copyrighted and protected under 
copyright law. It is therefore illegal to download a scanned or copied version that someone has posted on the internet. 
Avoid using these “free” websites for festival choices, unless you have actually paid a fee or have written permission 
from the author/composer and can provide proof of purchase to your District Festival. 

ADDITIONAL COPIES: Most major publishers will grant permission to make up to three copies (provided you have an 
original) for a small fee or no fee at all. BUT, you have to email them and ask for permission. They will then instruct 
you on how many copies you may make and what needs to be written on the bottom of each copy. This email 
permission must be provided to your District Festival.  (Adapted from COPYRIGHT© INFORMATION by the late Darren Schwartz)  

COPYING FOR A PAGE TURN: Copying for a page turn is not allowed and is an infringement of the law. Photocopies 
for page turning purposes is only allowed when written permission is supplied by the holder of the copyright material. 
Frederick Harris Music Co., Limited allows festival participants to photocopy one to two pages from their copyrighted 
works in order to facilitate a page turn. Click on this link to print the public notice that must be provided to the District 
Festival and to find more helpful information, from Frederick Harris, on copyright regulations. 

TRANSPOSING: If you wish to transpose any existing publication or modify it in any way, you must seek permission. It 
is illegal to duplicate or alter music that has been copyrighted. 

COPYRIGHT IN THE CLASSROOM:  Classroom teachers may believe that they have permission to copy literature or 
music, within guidelines, under the “fair dealing” provision. However, permission granted for educational purposes 
does not necessarily extend to performance in a music festival. For more information, refer to Copyright, Fair Dealing 
and the Classroom: What Teachers Can and Cannot Do and the Council of Ministers of Education, Canada.  

ONLINE WORKS: Please write the full URL of the work on the first page of all parts and copies being used. Anyone 
using music and literature downloaded from the internet must be prepared to show authorization from the publisher 
or proof of purchase. Use of unauthorized, altered or photocopied copyright music will result in disqualification (no 
adjudication, mark nor scholarship consideration). 

IMSLP: Music downloaded from www.imslp.org is permitted.  

OTHER TIPS: 

• Consider using your public library. The province-wide library system in Saskatchewan has an extensive 
selection of literature and music in print and digital format. 

• Search https://www.thriftbooks.com for used copies of literature and print music. 

• Reach out to other teachers in your network who may have spare copies available for loan. 

• Plan in advance! District Festivals are not responsible for researching copyright or locating authorized copies 
on behalf of their entrants. 

Additional information on Copyright Basics can be found at this link: https://library.uregina.ca/copyright/basics 

https://www.rcmusic.com/about-us/rcm-publishing/frequently-asked-questions-rcm-publishing
https://cmec.ca/docs/copyright/CopyrightFairDealingClassroom_EN.pdf
https://cmec.ca/docs/copyright/CopyrightFairDealingClassroom_EN.pdf
https://www.cmec.ca/297/Search-results/index.html?q=copyright%20matters
http://www.imslp.org/
https://www.thriftbooks.com/
https://library.uregina.ca/copyright/basics
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